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Plant in US to Produce Tantalum Powder

25X1A6a ¥ [; ﬁg‘

PLACE ACQUIRED (By source)

NT TO REPORT ¢

e

25X1A29 RESPONSIVE TO

DATE ACQUIRED (By source)] DATE OF INFORMATION (Date or dates, on or between which,
evenis or conditions described in report existed)

Late 1954
THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

Late 195k

2OATAD
SOURCE

1. A large US compeny interested in the processing of tantalum, tungsten, and
molybdenum is negotiating with the HermerwC Starck Company, Goslar, Germeny
(Fed Rep) for the Starck, Company to supply it capacitor-grade tantalum
powder. The US company,to furnish Starck with engineering informastion
on the proper grades of tantalum powders to be used.

2. Because Starck is Just seven miles from the Soviet border, the US company
ig fearful thet thelr supply might be cut off. It wants Starck to furnish
the know-how to set up & pilot plant in the US. This pllot plent is to be
used only in case of an emergency and to be owned Jointly by Starck.

3. Starck will not agree to joint ownership because they do not want to share
their know-how with s US manufacturer. They did agree to furnish the US
company with tantelum powder end to build a pilot plant in the US. However,
this pllot plant is to be wholly owned by Starck.

L, fThe negotiations between these two companieswere originally instigeted by

a large US import-export company.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE HERMANNC STARCK COMPANY

5. Cooperation exists between Messrs Starck and Gesellschaft fur Elektrometall=
urgie, especilally in the field of basic research and product development
which 1s being carried on in a Jointlyoosmed research institute at Nurnberg:
This institute adjoins Gesellschaft fdr Elektrometallurgle's Nirnberg works
which is also active in the tantalum and columbium fleld.

6. A friendly research liaigon is also maintained between Starck and Metallwerk
Plansee in Reutte, Austria. Dr Heinz Gehm, the chalrmsn end active head of
Elektrometallurgie is also deputy chalrmen on the board of Metallwerk Flansee.

T+ The London and Scandinavian Metallurgical Company, Ltd, and Messrs Starck
are operating a Jointly-owned company in the UK for the manufacture of hard-
metal intermediates and related products.
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